Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 08002 091820Z 
43 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO IOE-OO CIAE-00 CU-02 

INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 AF-06 ARA-06 EA-07 SS-15 SP-02 

SAM-01 SAB-01 DODE-OO PA-01 PRS-01 /088 W 

028479 

P 091712Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4886 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 8002 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OCON, UNESCO, IS, BE 

SUBJECT: UNESCO: BELGIUM PREFERS OWN INITIATIVE ON ISRAELI QUESTION 
REF A. STATE 191153, B. BURSSELS 7858 

it FOREIGN MINISTRY'S BARON DE SELYS TOLD US SEPT 9 THAT BELGIUM 
WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT INTRODUCE A RESOLUTION IN UNESCO EXECUTIVE 
BOARD ALONG THE LINES OF DRAFT RESOLUTION (REF A), COPY OF 
WHICH WE HAD LEFT WITH HIM AUGUST 27. HE SAID THAT HE AND 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR DAVIGNON HAD DISCUSSED ISRAEL/UNESCO ISSUE 
TWICE ON TELEPHONE SEPT 8 AND 9 AND HAD DETERMINED NOT TO 
INTRODUCE RESOLUTION AT UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD BECAUSE (A) 

US DRAFT RESOLUTION HAD POOR CHANCE OF BEING ULTIMATELY SUCCESSFUL, 
AND (B) BELGIUM WISHED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO ISRAELI DEMARCHE 
(REF B). HE ADDED THAT WERE A RESOLUTION INTRODUCED, BELGIUM 
WOULD SUPPORT IT. 

2. BELGIAN INITIATIVE: DE SELYS TOLD US THAT BELGIAN UNESCO 
REPRESENTATIVE IN PARIS WOULD INTRODUCE FOR DISCUSSION IDEA OF 
DIFFERENT TYPE OF RESOLUTION AT MEETING OF EC-9 UNESCO REPRESENTATIVE 
TODAY. HE STATED THAT BELGIAN RESOLUTION WOULD CONTAIN CONCEPT 
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AS TO WHICH COUNTRIES ARE TO BE ASSIGNED TO WHICH REGIONAL GROUP 
IS TO BE DETERMINED ONLY BY THE COUNTRIES THAT ARE IN THAT 
REGIONAL GROUP. 

3. DE SELYS SAID HE AND DAVIGNON WERE CONFIDENT THAT ABOVE TYPE 
RESOLTUION WOULD HAVE GREATER CHANCE OF EFFECTING ULTIMATE 
INCLUSION OF ISRAEL IN EUROPEAN GROUP BECAUSE SUCH A RESOLUTION 
WAS EMINENTLY LOGICAL AND THUS DIFFICULT TO OPPOSE, WHILE AT 
SAME TIME IT APPEALED TO OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS (HE CITED AS 
EXAMPLE LATIN AMERICA) WHO LIKE TO BE MASTERS OF THEIR OWN 
REGIONAL AFFAIRS. HE ADDED THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
OPPOSE THE INTRODUCTION OF SUCH A RESOLUTION. RENNER 
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